
SUMMER READING 2023

Mandatory 2023 Summer Reading List for

Incoming Secondary ONE students.

Students entering Secondary 1 in August 2023 must read a minimum of 3 novels over the summer.

1. All students must read the 2023 Common Read novel: The Truth As Told By Mason Buttle
by Leslie Connor.

2. All students must read at least one novel from the summer reading list below.

3. All students must read the assigned Common Read French novel.

The 2023 Common Read novel for All New Secondary 1 students:

The Truth As Told by Mason Buttle by Leslie Connor Mason Buttle is the biggest,
sweatiest kid in his grade, and everyone knows he can barely read or write.
Mason’s learning disabilities are compounded by grief. Fifteen months ago,
Mason’s best friend, Benny Kilmartin, turned up dead in the Buttle family’s orchard.
An investigation drags on, and Mason, honest as the day is long, can’t understand
why Lieutenant Baird won’t believe the story Mason has told about that day.  Both
Mason and his new friend, tiny Calvin Chumsky, are relentlessly bullied by the
other boys in their neighborhood, so they create an underground haven for
themselves. When Calvin goes missing, Mason finds himself in trouble again. He’s
desperate to figure out what happened to Calvin and, eventually, Benny.  But will

anyone believe him? (Publisher)

The 2023 Secondary One Summer Reading List

Choose at least 1 Book from this list

Word Nerd by Susin Nielsen (Re�l���ic/Com��� �f a��/Hum���) It isn’t easy being different,
particularly when your Value Village clothes and severe peanut allergy make you the
number-one target of every mean kid in school.  After a trio of bullies purposefully slip a
peanut into Ambrose’s sandwich, sending him into anaphylactic shock, his mother
promptly pulls him out of school to be educated at home. Lonely and bored, Ambrose
befriends Cosmo, the 25-year-old son of his Greek landlords, who has a dark and
mysterious past. Together, the two discover a shared appreciation for Scrabble. When
Ambrose discovers a flyer for a local competitive Scrabble club, he and Cosmo enter a
new world where fitting in has nothing to do with wearing the right clothes or battling
bullies. (Publisher)



The Benefits Of Being An Octopus by Ann Braden (Com��� of A��/Ove���m��� ad���s���) Some
people can do their homework. Some people get to have crushes on boys. Some people
have other things they've got to do.  Seventh-grader Zoey has her hands full as she
takes care of her much younger siblings after school every day while her mom works
her shift at the pizza parlor. Not that her mom seems to appreciate it. At least there's
Lenny, her mom's boyfriend—they all get to live in his nice, clean trailer.  At school,
Zoey tries to stay under the radar. Her only friend Fuchsia has her own issues, and since
they're in an entirely different world than the rich kids, it's best if no one notices them.
Zoey thinks how much easier everything would be if she were an octopus: eight arms to
do eight things at once. Incredible camouflage ability and steady, unblinking vision.
Powerful protective defenses.  Unfortunately, she's not totally invisible, and one of her
teachers forces her to join the debate club. Even though Zoey resists participating,
debate ultimately leads her to see things in a new way: her mom’s relationship with
Lenny, Fuchsia's situation, and her own place in this town of people who think they're
better than her. Can Zoey find the courage to speak up, even if it means risking the
most stable home she's ever had? (Publisher)

Bodyguard: Recruit by Chris Bradford (Ad�e�t���/Ac�i��) Teenage kickboxing champion
Connor Reeves is determined to make his father, a former special forces soldier, proud.
Recruited into the ranks of a top-secret young bodyguard squad known as Guardian,
Connor trains in surveillance, anti-ambush exercises, hostage survival and unarmed
combat. Whatever it takes to prepare him for the dangerous missions ahead.
But nothing can prepare Connor for his first assignment when the US president
summons him to protect the First Daughter. For not even the Secret Service knows that
a terrorist sleeper cell has been activated in America. Its mission: to take the
president’s daughter hostage.  Combining pulse-pounding action, diabolical enemies,
and an insider's knowledge of the tricks of the trade, the BODYGUARD series is the
perfect target for fans of Alex Rider, James Bond, 24, and Jason Bourne. (Publisher)

Taking Up Space by Alyson Gerber (Sc�o�� & Fam��� Lif�/Bas���b���/Gro���g-up) Sarah loves
basketball more than anything. Crushing it on the court makes her feel like she matters.
And it’s the only thing that helps her ignore how much it hurts when her mom forgets
to feed her. But lately Sarah can’t even play basketball right. She’s slower now and
missing shots she should be able to make. Her body doesn’t feel like it’s her own
anymore. She’s worried that changing herself back to how she used to be is the only
way she can take control over what’s happening.  When Sarah’s crush asks her to be
partners in a cooking competition, she feels pulled in a million directions. She’ll have to
dig deep to stand up for what she needs at home, be honest with her best friends, and
accept that she doesn’t need to change to feel good about herself. (Publisher)



We’re Not From Here by Geoff Rodkey (Sci���� Fic����/Hum���/Ad�e�t���) The first time I heard
about Planet Choom, we'd been on Mars for almost a year. But life on the Mars station
was grim, and since Earth was no longer an option (we may have blown it up), it was
time to find a new home.  That's how we ended up on Choom with the Zhuri. They're
very smart. They also look like giant mosquitoes. But that's not why it's so hard to live
here. There's a lot that the Zhuri don't like: singing (just ask my sister, Ila), comedy (one
joke got me sent to the principal's office), or any kind of emotion. The biggest problem,
though? The Zhuri don't like us. And if humankind is going to survive, it's up to my
family to change their minds. No pressure! (Publisher)

City Spies by James Ponti (Ad�e�t���/My��er�) Sara Martinez is a hacker. She recently broke
into the New York City foster care system to expose her foster parents as cheats and
lawbreakers. However, instead of being hailed as a hero, Sara finds herself facing years
in a juvenile detention facility and banned from using computers for the same stretch
of time. Enter Mother, a British spy who not only gets Sara released from jail but also
offers her a chance to make a home for herself within a secret MI6 agency.  Operating
out of a base in Scotland, the City Spies are five kids from various parts of the world.
When they’re not attending the local boarding school, they’re honing their unique
skills, such as sleight of hand, breaking and entering, observation, and explosives. All of
these allow them to go places in the world of espionage where adults can’t.  Before she
knows what she’s doing, Sara is heading to Paris for an international youth summit,
hacking into a rival school’s computer to prevent them from winning a million euros,
dangling thirty feet off the side of a building, and trying to stop a villain…all while
navigating the complex dynamics of her new team.
No one said saving the world was easy…(Publisher)

Sidetracked by Diana Harmon Asher (Spo��s/Hum���/Sc�o�� Lif�) If middle school were a race,
Joseph Friedman wouldn’t even be in last place—he’d be on the sidelines. With an
overactive mind and phobias of everything from hard-boiled eggs to gargoyles, he
struggles to understand his classes, let alone his fellow classmates. So he spends most
of his time avoiding school bully Charlie Kastner and hiding out in the Resource Room, a
safe place for misfit kids like him. But then, on the first day of seventh grade, two
important things happen. First, his Resource Room teacher encourages (i.e., practically
forces) him to join the school track team, and second, he meets Heather, a crazy-fast
runner who isn’t going to be pushed around by Charlie Kastner or anybody else.  With a
new friend and a new team, Joseph finds himself off the sidelines and in the race (quite
literally) for the first time. Is he a good runner? Well, no, he’s terrible. But the funny
thing about running is, once you're in the race, anything can happen. (Publisher)

https://www.arbookfind.com/bookdetail.aspx?q=193231&l=EN&slid=545701320


The False Prince by Jennifer Nielson (Fan���y/Ac�i��/Ad�e�t���) In a discontented kingdom,
civil war is brewing. To unify the divided people, Conner, a nobleman of the court,
devises a cunning plan to find an impersonator of the king's long-lost son and install
him as a puppet prince. Four orphans are recruited to compete for the role, including a
defiant boy named Sage. Sage knows that Conner's motives are more than
questionable, yet his life balances on a sword's point -- he must be chosen to play the
prince or he will certainly be killed. But Sage's rivals have their own agendas as well. As
Sage moves from a rundown orphanage to Conner's sumptuous palace, layer upon
layer of treachery and deceit unfold, until finally, a truth is revealed that, in the end,
may very well prove more dangerous than all of the lies taken together. (Publisher)

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill (Fan���y/Ad�e�t���) Every year, the people

of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to the witch who lives in the forest. They

hope this sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their town. But the witch in the Forest,

Xan, is kind. She shares her home with a wise Swamp Monster and a Perfectly Tiny

Dragon. Xan rescues the children and delivers them to welcoming families on the other

side of the forest, nourishing the babies with starlight on the journey. One year, Xan

accidentally feeds a baby moonlight instead of starlight, filling the ordinary child with

extraordinary magic. Xan decides she must raise this girl, whom she calls Luna, as her

own. As Luna’s thirteenth birthday approaches, her magic begins to emerge—with

dangerous consequences. Meanwhile, a young man from the Protectorate is

determined to free his people by killing the witch. Deadly birds with uncertain

intentions flock nearby. A volcano, quiet for centuries, rumbles just beneath the earth’s

surface. And the woman with the Tiger’s heart is on the prowl . . .(Publisher)

96 Miles by J. L. Esplin (Sur����l) Dad always said if things get desperate, it’s okay to drink

the water in the toilet. I never thought it would come to that. I thought I’d sooner die

than let one drop of toilet water touch my lips. Yet here I am, kneeling before a

porcelain throne, holding a tin mug for scooping in one hand, and my half-gallon

canteen in the other. The Lockwood brothers are supposed to be able to survive

anything. Their dad, a hardcore survivalist, has stockpiled enough food and water on

their isolated Nevada ranch to last for months. But when they are robbed at gunpoint

during a massive blackout while their dad is out of town, John and Stew must walk 96

miles in the stark desert sun to get help--and they have only 3 days before their time

runs out....(Publisher)

https://www.amazon.ca/Kelly-Barnhill/e/B001JRVGH4/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


The Summer 2023 Secondary 1 Mandatory

COMMON READ French Novel

LE MYSTÈRE DES JUMELLES BARNES par Carole Tremblay
Arnaud ne rejoindra pas ses cousins pour les traditionnelles vacances estivales, laissant
Victor au milieu d’une horde de filles. La situation ne pourrait être pire, à moins que
l’adolescent ne s’initie au geocaching, sorte de chasse au trésor moderne. Parti à
l’aventure, Victor tombe sur un message crypté, en lien avec la légende des jumelles
Barnes; une sombre histoire du XIXe siècle qui raconte le meurtre non élucidée d’une
petite fille, et d’un pacte de sang avec une créature diabolique. Or, Victor ne tarde pas à
récolter des indices sur un prochain sacrifice et à découvrir l’identité de la victime. Sa
sœur en danger, il devra tout mettre en œuvre pour briser cette malédiction
et révéler son mystère. (Publisher)


